Round-leaved Fame-flower
Phemeranthus teretifolius

Description

Round-leaved Fame-flower is a perennial herb that grows to 8
inches (2 dm) tall. The leaves are arranged alternately, but are
densely clustered and give the stem a tufted appearance. The
individual leaves are fleshy, round in cross-section, and up to
2% inches (6 cm) long. The flowers, appearing from late June
into July, are grouped in small clusters at the end of long,
slender stalks. The individual flowers have 5 pinkish petals and
open for only a few hours in the afternoon. The fruit is a many-
seeded capsule.

Distribution & Habitat

Round-leaved Fame-flower has a range from southern New
England west and south into Georgia and Alabama. In
Pennsylvania, it represents a southerly species, and has been
documented historically in a few southeastern counties, where it
grows on bedrock exposures in the serpentine barrens.
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Conservation Considerations

The viability of populations of Round-leaved Fame-
flower and its serpentine habitat will require maintaining
early successional conditions and controlling invasive
species. Active management, through the use of fire,
scraping, or mowing, may be needed to create the proper
successional stage and ecological conditions for this
species to thrive. Quarrying and habitat loss are threats
in some locations.

NatureServe conservation status ranks 0 <zsyeus [l -25 v
G4 - Apparently Globally Secure; S2 — Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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