Small White Snakeroot
Ageratina aromatica

Description

Small White Snakeroot is an herbaceous perennial with a hairy stem that
may grow to 2 feet (ca 60 cm) in height, but may be much shorter. The
leaves are oppositely arranged, short-stalked, egg-shaped to broadly
lance-shaped, toothed on the margin, variably hairy, thickish in texture,
and to 3 inches (7 cm) in length and to 2 inches (ca 5 cm) in width. The
white flowers, appearing from August to October, are individually
minute and are aggregated in small clusters, or “heads”, at the tips of the
branches. The fruits are minute, dry, one-seeded, with a tuft of hairs at
the tip that promotes wind dispersal. This species greatly resembles a
very common and widespread species, White Snakeroot (Ageratina
altissima), but the latter tends to be a larger plant with larger, thinner, and
more sharply toothed leaves, and is found in a wide variety of habitats.
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Small White Snakeroot has a range from southern New England south
into the Gulf Coast states. In Pennsylvania, it has been documented historically mostly in the southeastern
counties. It grows in various types of well drained openings and open woods, but is especially a characteristic
species of the serpentine barrens in the southeastern part of the state.
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Conservation Considerations
The viability of populations of Small White Snakeroot
often requires maintaining early successional conditions
and controlling invasive species. Active management,
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such as periodic mowing or prescribed fire, may be
needed to create the proper successional stage and ecological conditions for this species to thrive. Quarrying and
habitat loss are threats in some locations.

NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5 — Globally secure; S2 — Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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